
 
 

What:  Daum Escape Professional Development and VTS Practicum, October 12, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Daum Escape, October 16-December 15, 2023 

   

Where:  Daum Museum of Contemporary Art, State Fair Community College, Sedalia, MO 

 

Deadline: Registration for the Professional Development Day is requested by Friday, October 6, but late 

registration will be accepted until the workshop is full. Registration for Daum Escape should be made as 

soon as possible.  Please see the attached calendar for available dates. 

 

Daum Museum of Contemporary Art is again offering area educators the opportunity to participate in Daum Escape, 

between October 16 and December 15. This free educational program, now in its eighteenth year, exposes elementary 

students to contemporary art and provides teachers with information to assist them in incorporating arts education into 

their curricula.  

 

During Daum Escape, students and teachers arrive at 10 a.m. and are greeted by docents who lead hour-long visits of 

current exhibitions. Students receive art-related information and education pieces about the museum’s exhibitions and 

Sedalia. The SFCC Parkhurst Student Commons is available for students to bring a brown bag lunch. Funds are available 

to assist with busing costs. Please, call the museum for details.   

 

In advance of this event, the museum will offer free Daum Escape Professional Development and Visual Thinking 

Stratagies (VTS) Practicum on Thursday, October 12. (Customary VTS fees are waived for this professional 

development opportunity.) VTS is an innovative, student-centered, and research-based teaching method that informs the 

way Daum Escape is implemented.  

 

VTS uses art to build the capacity to observe, think, listen, and communicate. Its curriculum builds cognition through art, 

develops critical thinking skills, expands language literacy, and improves academic achievement.  Teachers facilitate the 

discovery of meaning through non-judgmental questioning and paraphrasing, encouraging students to look, think, and 

talk. VTS is a powerful tool that promotes cooperation, respect, and tolerance for various viewpoints. VTS supports the 

open-ended, student centered learning which is integral to best practices in current pedagogy. National evaluations have 

quantified improvements among students not only in visual literacy, but in general learning, including reading, writing, 

and math skills. 

 

During the Professional Development Day, teachers will receive additional coaching in VTS techniques through direct 

participation. Attention will be focused on artworks that will be visited during Daum Escape. Teachers also receive 

curriculum guides and hands-on activities so they can familiarize students with the VTS process they will encounter at the 

museum. Lunch will be served in the museum to all participating teachers.  

 

Attached is a calendar outlining the dates available for Daum Escape as well as a reservation form for participation in the 

teacher’s professional development day. Reservations will be made on a first-come, first-served basis. Please return this 

form to the museum; if you have any questions call (660) 530-5888 for more information. 

  

Sincerely, 

 
Vicki Weaver 

Curator of Education 

  



Registration Form                 Daum Escape - October 16-December 15, 2023 

      Professional Development Day - Thursday, October 12, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

              

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

School ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ___________________________________________ State ______________ Zip ____________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________ e-mail _______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

□ Yes! I want to participate in the Professional Development Day on October 12 from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.* 

 

 

 

Please mark the date on which you want to bring your students to the Daum Museum of Contemporary Art for the Daum 

Escape.  Available dates are shown below.  Please specify your first, second, and third preferences. 

 

 

 

                               

 

Preferred Date #1 _______________ Preferred Date #2 ______________ Preferred Date #3 _______________ 

 

Number of students attending __________________ 

Our group would like to have lunch in the Parkhurst Student Commons.**      □  Yes        □  No  

     

Please return to: 

Daum Museum of Contemporary Art     or               online registration  

State Fair Community College                                             http://www.daummuseum.org/learn/daum-escape/ 

3201 West 16th Street               fax:  (660) 530-5890 

Sedalia, MO 65301-2199              e-mail: victoriaweaver@daummuseum.org 

 

 

*Registration is requested by October 7, but late registration will be accepted until the workshop is full 

**A minimum of three-weeks notice is needed to use the Parkhurst Student Commons for lunch 

  



Professional Development Day 

October 12, 2023, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Daum Museum 

 

The day will include a pre- and post-educational packet focusing on the works in Animal/Vegetable/Mineral and VTS 

Practicum. 

 

Animal/Vegetable/Mineral 

September 28, 2023-February 29, 2024 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Clockwise from top left: Jim Dine, Sun’s Night Glow, 2000; lithograph; 40 x 55 in. Gift of Dr. Harold F. Daum. Hong Chun Zhang, Barbed #2, 2023; charcoal on 

paper; 24 x 36 in. Courtesy of the artist. Carol Prusa, What Connects Us Now? (detail), 2001; silverpoint, graphite, sulphur, and acrylic on plywood; 84 x 48 in. Gift of 

Dr. Harold F. Daum. Lindsay Pichaske, Guardian (detail), 2022; earthenware, paint, graphite, and charcoal; 39 x 27 x 27 in. Courtesy of the artist. 

 

 

Animal/Vegetable/Mineral takes the form of a familiar childhood game and is meant to enhance the desire and ability of 

visitors to creatively think and question the work presented. Most visitors will have heard of or played Twenty Questions, 

which is sometimes called animal, vegetable, or mineral. Other visitors will be familiar with the Linnaeus classification 

system and others will have heard of the radio and television game show of the same name. This approach provides 

multiple points of entry from lived existence and popular culture for visitors to engage with art. 

  

Work from the Daum collection will be displayed in conjunction with artists from around the nation. This approach is 

meant to situate the permanent collection in an ongoing external dialogue and recontextualize its meaning. It also makes 

the underlying complex themes of the artists approachable by presenting them in the context of a familiar game that 

invites the viewer to build connections between the works presented. The works selected intentionally highlight the 

contrast between materials and subjects and create different representations of what might be labeled animal, vegetable, or 

mineral. 


